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Hine Examlnation Report Date: 0/575,//3
Jackpl le=Paguate Hine
Anaconda Coppor Company
Pueblo of Laguna Uranlum Leases | and &
T. 10 and 11 #H., R. S ¥W., Valencla County, Hew Hexico
Septesber 21, 1979

| Inspected the open=pit and undarground mining operations within the
captioned leases September 14, 1979. #r. Erwin Green accompanied me
through the open=plt operations, while the underground operations were
inspected with Hr. Ronald Ringhand. The purpose of the Inspection was
the examination of the mining operations currently In progress. The
rining operations were last Inspected April 3 and &, 1979,

Present operations In the Jackpile PIt are confined to overburden strippling
and the removal of barren Jackplle Sandstone above the ore horizon by

Heal lton Constructlion, a private contractor. Stripping Is under way In
the J=32 and #i4=37 pushbacks, while 7 to 25 feet of waste are boing
resoved [n the HJ~17 and 23 pushbacks. Anaconda should commence ore zone
aining In the HJ=17 and 23 pushbacks by October, 1579, and the NJ=32 and
tJ=37 stripping should be ceaplete by the end of 1979 and the middle of
1980 respectively. The overburden from the HJ-32 pushback Is belng placed
on the North Dump, while that from the HJ=37 pushback Is beling placed on
the southwest end of the Gavilan Mesa Dusp. Hr. Green polnted out that
wost of the Gavilan Mesa Dump has been covered with Tres Hermanos materlal
and that the southwost end of the dump will also be top dressed when NJ=37
stripping Is complete. The Tras Hermanos waterlal s brown and has
effectively coverad the black shale in the Gavlilan Mass Dump. The HI~17
and 23 sandstone waste Is balng backfllled into the mined-out NJ=2, HJ=5,
SJ-3 and S$J~12 arecas. Anaconda plans on backfilling NJ=32 sandstone waste
into the NJ=17 end 23 area by the end of December, 1979. MNr. Green noted
that drilling Is under way In the WJ=23 and WJ=46 areas to dellncate the
ore zones and that additional ore zone mining would occur In the HJ-24,
NJ=27, #J=28 and HJ-2B Horth pushbacks. About 25 feet of waste and bottom
ore will be mined In the HJ=27 pushback when the MJ=17 and 23 pushback is
complete, and bottom ore In the NJ=-24, HJ=28 and KJ=28 North pushbacks
will be minad by mid=1980.

Anaconda's only orc zone mlning operations Is presently located In the
SP~16 pushback of the Paguate Plt. This Is a large pushback where the ore
zones contaln large amounts of waste, and the mining wlll not be completed
untll 1980. The SP~16 mining waste {s belng backfllled Into the mIned-out
SP=9 pushback. This backfllling Is about 75% complete, and one area of the
SP~9 pushback Is belng reserved for a protore stockptlie (0.020-0.0392 0308)
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so that the stockpile can be buried In the plt If [t cannot be shipped to
the mlll for economlc reasons. Overburden stripping by truck and shovel
Is under way in the Paguate Pit In the SP=25 &nd SP-h0 pushbacks, and
will continue through 1950. The overburden Is belng placed on a dump
west of the SP=S pushback. Mr. Green polnted out that this stripping
will eventually necessitate the removal of the surface facllitles for the
P=10 Hine. The previously active SP=20 pushback wlll be completed In
1980 with the extraction of all bottom ore. Remnsnt ore zones are still
being drilled and mined In the Horth Paguate PIt, and Hr. Green noted
that these operations cause logistic problems by tying up equipment needed
for ore zone mining in the plt pushbacks,

At the tlme of this Inspection, all actlve ore stockplles were located In
the Paguate Pit for the ore zone minlng conducted there. The P=2E, P=6

and P=9 stockplles were belng used for open=-pit ore, whlle two other
stockplles were being utlllzed for ore from the P=10 and PW2~PY3 underground
rminlng operations. Shipping of the previously active P=2 open=-pit stockpile
(0.062 U 03) Is approximately 50% complete, Mr. Green polnted out that wost
of the o;e from both open-plt and undergreund operations was belng shipped
to the mlll as soon as It was amlned, thereby eliminating the nesd for
numarous stockplles.

The attached excavatlon report shows 1979 open=plt production for both
Anaconda and Hamilton Construction. Compared to production through August,
1978, Anaconda's and Hamillton's total tonnages have Increased by 23% and
52% respectlively, while total combined production Is up 42%. For the same
perfod, Anaconda's ore productlon has decreased by 372 and 48% on the beslis
of tons and pounds U;0g respectively, and protore production has decreased
by 17% In tons and zﬁz In pounds u393.

At the time of thls inspectlon, underground minlng was beling conducted in

the P=~10 and PW2-PW3 Nines. Development has not yet begun on the P=15/17
Hine that was approved in April, 1978. The P-10 Mine was not examlned at
this time, but the operatlons were discussed briefly with Hr. John Helson.
According to Hr. RHelson, development of the P~7 and P=10 areas of the P~10
Kine Is virtually complete, and pillar extraction on retreat 1s progressing
from the ore limlts roughly south and north towards the mine entry (decline)
respectively. Qre developrent has begun In the P-1§ area, the western limit
of the P=10 Mlne. Ore production from the P~10 Mine durlng 1975 Is averagling
about 1,000 tpd. Mr. Nelson pointed out that the 200 Track Drift In the

P-10 Mine was belng driven toward the P~15/17 area. The drifting Is conducted
two shifts per day, but progress Is slow due to the excavation of an ore car
turnout of f of the 200 brift. The mining of about 30% of the P=15/17 ore
through the P~10 worklngs was approved by the Area Minlng Supervisor

June 25, 1979.
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The mining operations In the PW2-PW3 Adlt Mine were examined during this
inspection. Development has almost reached the ore zone llmits and access
drifts will soon be driven In preparation for pillar recovery. Soma plllar
extraction has been completed south of Portal No. 2 (see attached wap) and
has resulted In the caving of this Portal and the adjacent pit highwall,

At the time of this lnspection, Portal No. 3 was being repaired dus to
damage caused by sluffing of the plt highwall during a recent heavy rain.
Steel sets with tight timber lagglng were being extended from the Portal
into the pit to shield personnel from any further sluffing. Anaconda's
undergrowid miners' tralnling school 5 conducted In this area of the Hine.
| examlned the haulage drift that has been drlven from Portal Ho. | to the
southernmost ore zones In the mine. This drift has apparently Intersected
an old, backfllled open-pit, and a small water Inflow was present at the
face. HMr. Ringhand thought that the flow was from a perched water zone and
not from any surface source.

{ORIG. SGD.) DALE C. JONES

bale €. Jones
Kining Englineer

Enclosures

cc:

Governor, Pueblo of Laguna
Actling Conservatlon Manager, CR
File (Laguna 1 and 4)f .
Chrono

DCJones:jes 9~24-79

Original to: Superintendent, BIA, Southern Pueblos Agency
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EXCAVATION; REPORT

PAGUATE — JACKPILE

| THE ANACONDA CO. NS CONTRACTOR
b 040 —» .020—.039

MONTH "ORE TO |GRADE | POUNDS | PROTORE | GRADE | POUNDS MINING - | STRIPPING | TOTAL INING o

STOCKPILE TO STOCKPILE WASTE - |- TONNAGE u;g$g STRIPPING ;gﬂﬁkbg

JANUARY 73,371].0928] 136,213 84,287| .0285| 48,Q067| 556,629| 188902| 903,89 396,759/2,332,238(2,728,997

FEBRUARY 102,207]|.1048] 214,293 82,467| .0289| 47,744| 588,286] 282,675| 1,055,635 —O0— 2,576,332(2,576,332 31637[:9’67
YEAR TO DATE 175,578|.0998| 350506| 166,754 .0287| 95,811 | 1,144,915| 471,577 1,958,824 396,759 4,908,570|5,305,329 7,264,153

MARCH 91,992}.1050 193,154] 105,066| .0278| 58,455 514,705| 778,874 | 1,490,637| || 2222709 1,090,116(3312,825 4,803,462
YEAR TO DATE 267,570[.1016 | 543660| 271,820 | .0284|154,266 |. .,659,620| 1,250,45! | 3,449,461 2619468 5998,686|86(8,154 12,067, 615:

APRIL 77793 [.0843 | 131206 | 110,421 0280 | 61,772 416,058 | 667810 | 1,272,082 183,363 1,300,092 | 2,483,455 3,755,537
YEAR TO DATE 345363 |.0977 | 674866| 382241 | .0283 | 216,038 | 2,075,678 | 1,91826! | 4,721,543 3,802,831 | 7298,778 11,101,609 15,823,152

MAY 88,047 | .1065 | 187,624 95,772 | .0276 | 52,928 450,585 | 452,999 | 1,087,403 991,600 ! {,708,400| 2,700,000 3,787,403
YEAR TO DATE 433,410 |.0995 | 862,490 478013 | .028l | 268,966 | 2,526,263 | 2,371,260 | 5,808,946 || || 4,794,431 - 9,007,178 |13,801,609 19,610,555

i B
|

JUNE 96,195 | .1068 | 205,517 82,545 | .0276 | 47,180 409,503| 531,652 | 1,119,895 1,330,333! 1,400,906| 2,731,239 3,851,134
YEAR TO DATE 529,605 | .1008 [1,068,007] 560,558 | .0282 | 316,146 [ 2,935,766 | 2902912 | 6,92884I 6,124,764 10,408,084| 16 532848 23,461,689

JULY 75,675 | .I036 | 156,814 76,802 | .0280| 4306l| 589,207| 522387 1,264,071 2,3!2,407' 113,823 | 2,426,230 "3,690,301
YEAR TO DATE 605,280 | .1012 [I,224,821 637,360| .0282| 359,207 3,524973|3,425,299]8,192,912 8,437,171 (10,521,907 |18,959,078 27,151,990

AUGUST 88,989 | .0804] 143,133 115,962 | .0283] 65,745 678,096 | 375220]1,258,267 1,081,431 | 1,745,704| 2,827,135 4,085.402
YEAR TO DATE 694,269 | .0985 |,367,954 753,322 | .0282| 424952| 4,203,069 3,800,519 |9,451,179 9,518,602 (12,267,611 (21,786,213

31,237,392

SEPTEMBER

YEAR TO DATE

OCTOBER

YEAR TO DATE

NOVEMBER

YEAR TO DATE

DECEMBER

YEAR TO DATE
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